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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 3/1 1/08 
has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, regarding the newly recited claim language, filed 3/1 1/08, 
with respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 16-18,21-29 under 103(a) have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of 
Chaudhri et al. 

3. Claims 1-15,19-20 are cancelled. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claims 30-33 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 16-18, 21-29 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Dobbs et al. (US 5,566,237) in view of Elliot et al. (US 7,1 1 0,558) in further view of 
Chaudhri etal. (US 7,343,566). 

Regarding claim 16, Dobbs discloses a method of setting an audio output level 
(see abstract) comprising: 

storing a plurality of thresholds associated with clock time information 
preliminarily ( column 3, lines 43-48 teaches of inputting a data set into memory, the 
data set comprising an activating time of day and stored variable attenuation 
parameters; column 2, lines 45-column 3, Iine15; column 8, line 63- column 9, line 65); 

selecting one of the plurality of thresholds corresponding to a current clock 
time (step 206, column 7, lines 65-column 8, line 6, the user selects an equalization 
/volume profile associated with an audio source, the equalization/volume profile having 
an associated time of day and implicitly a threshold); 

requesting an acknowledgment that a setting of the audio output level is to 
be changed (column 8, lines 24-28 teaches that the user can rotate the rotary encoder 
16, which provides the user with the option of choosing yes or not to decide if he or she 
wishes to redo or change an equalization settings) 

allocating a function of replying to the acknowledgement to an operation button 
provided on at leas one of a remote control unit and main unit for a certain period of 
time immediately after requesting the acknowledgement to an operation button (column 
8, lines 24-28; rotary encoder 16 is pushed to acknowledge yes when the user wants to 
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make changes; Dobbs teaches that user input can be provided by rotary encoder 16 or 
IR transmitter (18) which reads on remote column 4, lines 34-36). 

Dobbs fails to disclose that the acknowledgment is requested when a 
setting exceeds a selected threshold. 

Modifying a volume setting when a value exceeds a threshold is known in 
the art as taught by Elliot. Elliot discloses modifying the setting when the setting 
exceeds a threshold (column 2, lines 10-19). 

It would have been obvious to modify Dobbs so that the request for 
acknowledgement is requested when a setting exceeds a threshold level to provide a 
greater degree of volume control to the user. 

Dobbs as modified fails to disclose ending the setting of the audio output level 
after the certain period of time expires, if a reply via the operation button is not received. 

Chaudhri discloses ending the setting of the audio output level after the certain 
period of time expires, if a reply via the operation button is not received (column 7, lines 
38-43). It would have been obvious to modify Dobbs as modified so that setting of the 
audio output level ends if a reply via the operation button is not received for the benefit 
so that the setting of the audio output level can stop automatically. 

Regarding claim 17, Dobbs discloses a method of setting an audio output level 
(abstract) comprising: 

storing a plurality of thresholds associated with audio output device 
information preliminarily (column 3, lines 43-48 teaches of inputting a data set into 
memory, the data set comprising an activating time of day, a selected source and 
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stored variable attenuation parameters; column 8, line 63- column 9, line 65; possible 
selected sources FM tuner and television tuner read on audio output device; column 4, 
lines 58-61); 

selecting one of the plurality of thresholds corresponding to a currently 
connected audio device (step 206, column 7, line 58-column 8, line 6, the user selects 
an equalization profile associated with an audio source, the equalization profile having 
an associated time of day , associated audio device and implicitly a threshold); 

and requesting an acknowledgment that a setting of the audio output level 
is to be changed (column 8, lines 8-33) 

requesting an acknowledgment that a setting of the audio output level is to be changed 
(column 8, lines 24-28 teaches that the user can rotate the rotary encoder 16, which 
provides the user with the option of choosing yes or not to decide if he or she wishes to 
redo or change an equalization settings) 

allocating a function of replying to the acknowledgement to an operation button 
provided on at leas one of a remote control unit and main unit for a certain period of 
time immediately after requesting the acknowledgement to an operation button (column 
8, lines 24-28; rotary encoder 16 is pushed to acknowledge yes when the user wants to 
make changes; Dobbs teaches that user input can be provided by rotary encoder 16 or 
IR transmitter (18) which reads on remote column 4, lines 34-36). 

Dobbs fails to disclose that the acknowledgment is requested when a 
setting exceeds a selected threshold. 
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Modifying a volume setting when a value exceeds a threshold is known in 
the art as taught by Elliot. Elliot discloses modifying the setting when the setting 
exceeds a threshold (column 2, lines 10-19). 

It would have been obvious to modify Dobbs so that the request for 
acknowledgement is requested when a setting exceeds a threshold level to provide a 
greater degree of volume control to the user. 

Dobbs as modified fails to disclose ending the setting of the audio output level 
after the certain period of time expires, if a reply via the operation button is not received. 

Chaudhri discloses ending the setting of the audio output level after the certain 
period of time expires, if a reply via the operation button is not received (column 7, lines 
38-43). It would have been obvious to modify Dobbs as modified so that setting of the 
audio output level ends if a reply via the operation button is not received for the benefit 
so that the setting of the audio output level can stop automatically. 

Regarding claim 18, Dobbs as modified discloses wherein each of the plurality of 
thresholds includes at least one of an upper limit and a lower limit (Dobbs; each 
equalization profile correspond to an equalization band that implicitly has an upper and 
lower limit ; column 8, lines 15-20). 

Regarding claim 25, Dobbs as modified discloses changing the setting of the 
audio level only if an acknowledgment is given that the setting is to be changed 
(Dobbs; the user has to acknowledge that he or she wants to make a change by 
pushing the rotary encoder 16; column 8, lines 24-28). 
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Regarding claim 26, Dobbs as modified discloses changing the setting of the 
audio level only if an acknowledgment is given that the setting is to be changed with a 
given time after requesting the acknowledgement (Dobbs; the user has to acknowledge 
that he or she wants to make a change by pushing the rotary encoder 16 after the user 
has first rotated the rotary encoder which enables to indicate that he wish to make a 
change; column 8, lines 24-28). 

Regarding claim 27, Dobbs as modified discloses changing the setting of the 
audio level only if an acknowledgment is given that the setting is to be changed 
(Dobbs; the user has to acknowledge that he or she wants to make a change by 
pushing the rotary encoder 16; column 8, lines 24-28). 

Regarding claim 28, Dobbs as modified discloses changing the setting of the 
audio level only if an acknowledgment is given that the setting is to be changed with a 
given time after requesting the acknowledgement (Dobbs; the user has to acknowledge 
that he or she wants to make a change by pushing the rotary encoder 16 after the user 
has first rotated the rotary encoder which enables to indicate that he wish to make a 
change; column 8, lines 24-28). 

Regarding claim 29, Dobbs as modified discloses wherein each of the plurality of 
thresholds includes at least one of an upper limit and a lower limit (Dobbs; each 
equalization profile correspond to an equalization band that implicitly has an upper and 
lower limit ; column 8, lines 15-20). 
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Regarding claim 21 , Dobbs discloses a device for setting an audio output level 
(Figure 1) comprising: 

a storage unit operable to store a plurality of thresholds associated with 
clock time information preliminarily (memory, Figure 1; column 3, lines 43-48 teaches of 
inputting a data set into memory, the data set comprising an activating time of day and 
stored variable attenuation parameters; column 2, lines 45-column 3, Iine15; column 8, 
line 63- column 9, line 65); 

a selecting unit operable to select one of the plurality of thresholds 
corresponding to a current clock time (rotary encoder 16, Figure 1; column 7, line 48- 
column 8, line 16; step 206, column 7, lines 65-column 8, line 6, the user selects an 
equalization profile associated with an audio source, the equalization profile having an 
associated time of day and implicitly a threshold); 

and a requesting unit operable to request an acknowledgment that a 
setting of the audio output level is to be changed (rotary encoder 16; column 8, lines 24- 
28 teaches that the user can rotate the rotary encoder 16, which provides the user with 
the option of choosing yes or not to decide if he or she wishes to redo or change an 
equalization settings) 

and allocating a function of replying to the acknowledgement for a certain 
period of time immediately after requesting the acknowledgement to an operation 
button and that the operation button is on at least one of a remote control and a 
main unit (column 8, lines 24-28; rotary encoder 16 is pushed to acknowledge 
yes when the user wants to make changes; Dobbs teaches that user input can 
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be provided by rotary encoder 16 or IR transmitter (18) which reads on remote 

column 4, lines 34-36)column 8, lines 8-25; rotary encoder is pushed). 

Dobbs fails to disclose that the acknowledgment is requested when a 

setting exceeds a selected threshold. 

Modifying a volume setting when a value exceeds a threshold is known in 
the art as taught by Elliot. Elliot discloses modifying the setting when the setting 
exceeds a threshold (column 2, lines 10-19). 

It would have been obvious to modify Dobbs so that the request for 
acknowledgement is requested when a setting exceeds a threshold level to a greater 
degree of volume control to the user. 

Dobbs as modified fails to disclose ending the setting of the audio output level 
after the certain period of time expires, if a reply via the operation button is not received. 

Chaudhri discloses ending the setting of the audio output level after the certain 
period of time expires, if a reply via the operation button is not received (column 7, lines 
38-43). It would have been obvious to modify Dobbs as modified so that setting of the 
audio output level ends if a reply via the operation button is not received for the benefit 
so that the setting of the audio output level can stop automatically. 

Regarding claim 22, Dobbs as modified discloses a changing unit operable to 
change the setting of the audio level only if an acknowledgment is given that the setting 
is to be changed (Dobbs; the user has to acknowledge that he or she wants to make a 
change by pushing the rotary encoder 16 after the user has first rotated the rotary 
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encoder which enables to indicate that he wish to make a change; column 8, lines 24- 
28). 

Regarding claim 23, Dobbs discloses a device for setting an audio output level 
(Figure 1) comprising: 

a storage unit operable to store a plurality of thresholds associated with 
audio output device information preliminarily (memory, Figure 1; column 3, lines 43-48 
teaches of inputting a data set into memory, the data set comprising an activating time 
of day, a selected source and stored variable attenuation parameters; column 2, lines 
45-column 3, Iine15; column 8, line 63- column 9, line 65; possible selected sources 
include FM tuner and television tuner read on audio output device; column 4, lines 58- 
61); 

a selecting unit operable to select one of the plurality of thresholds 
corresponding to a currently connected audio output device (rotary encoder 16, Figure 
1 ; column 7, line 48- column 8, line 16; step 206, column 7, lines 65-column 8, line 6, the 
user selects an equalization profile associated with an audio source, the equalization 
profile having an associated time of day and implicitly a threshold); 

and a requesting unit operable to request an acknowledgment that a 
setting of the audio output level is to be changed (rotary encoder 16; column 8, lines 24- 
28 teaches that the user can rotate the rotary encoder 16, which provides the user with 
the option of choosing yes or not to decide if he or she wishes to redo or change an 
equalization settings) 
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and allocating a function of replying to the acknowledgement for a certain 
period of time immediately after requesting the acknowledgement to an operation 
button and that the operation button is on at least one of a remote control and a 
main unit (column 8, lines 24-28; rotary encoder 16 is pushed to acknowledge 
yes when the user wants to make changes; Dobbs teaches that user input can 
be provided by rotary encoder 16 or IR transmitter (18) which reads on remote 
column 4, lines 34-36)column 8, lines 8-25; rotary encoder is pushed). 

Dobbs fails to disclose that the acknowledgment is requested when a 
setting exceeds a selected threshold. 

Modifying a volume setting when a value exceeds a threshold is known in 

the art as taught by Elliot. Elliot discloses modifying the setting when the setting 

exceeds a threshold (column 2, lines 10-19). 

It would have been obvious to modify Dobbs so that the request for 

acknowledgement is requested when a setting exceeds a threshold level to a greater 

degree of volume control to the user. 

Dobbs as modified fails to disclose ending the setting of the audio output level 

after the certain period of time expires, if a reply via the operation button is not received. 
Chaudhri discloses ending the setting of the audio output level after the certain 

period of time expires, if a reply via the operation button is not received (column 7, lines 

38-43). It would have been obvious to modify Dobbs as modified so that setting of the 

audio output level ends if a reply via the operation button is not received for the benefit 

so that the setting of the audio output level can stop automatically. 
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Regarding claim 24, Dobbs as modified discloses a changing unit operable to 
change the setting of the audio level only if an acknowledgment is given that the setting 
is to be changed ( Dobbs; the user has to acknowledge that he or she wants to make a 
change by pushing the rotary encoder 16 after the user has first rotated the rotary 
encoder which enables to indicate that he wish to make a change; column 8, lines 24- 
28). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DEVONA E. FAULK whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-751 5. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 am - 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivian Chin can be reached on 571-272-7848. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Devona E. Faulk/ 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2615 
5/17/2008 



